
Hi, I’m Jacob, I’m a final year PhD student and auditor of Arts Soc.
Most people I’ve met at UCD have expressed frustration with the
university and the SU. Many of you probably don’t even want to vote
because you don’t think it will make a difference. I can’t blame you,
I’ve felt exactly the same. That’s why I decided to stand. 

I’m not pursuing this role because I see it as a stepping stone to a
political career, I’m running because I’ve had enough of inaction and
compromise which fail to address students’ issues. I’ve encountered
many problems with UCD over the years and I’m determined to
create real, positive change. In my second year I saw first hand the
overstretched nature of our counselling service when I was
diagnosed with depression. The feelings of despair that I’ve struggled
with were exacerbated by the dysfunctional and alienating nature of
UCD, from the financial pressure of high rents and GP visit charges to
obstructive admin and bureaucracy.

I have a range of relevant experience to help me shake things up and
get the SU working for you. I have been a PhD rep in the School of
English, Drama and Film. My time tutoring in the School of EDF has
made me determined to work with the Postgraduate Workers
Organisation in advocating for an end to precarity in postgraduate
employment. Before joining UCD, I spent two years working in
student accommodation at the University of York, which has given
me an insight into how to improve UCD residences. As auditor of Arts
Soc I have been driven by a desire to build a sense of community
that is often lacking at UCD. But I want to do more. I want to be a
voice for all of you who have felt the same hopelessness that I have.

Together, we are powerful. We outnumber university management
and the greedy landlords. All too often, that power has not been
harnessed. I’m prepared to bring students together in forceful action
against unfairness and injustice. If we stand together, we can achieve
real change.
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